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1 10. ISSUE: LARRY BLACK DENIED A QUALIFIED DEP^ A TF^SFER 

2 BECAUSE OF THE DEPUTY'S POLITICAL AFFILIATION - SUBJECT. 

3 BLACK 

4 (Munnell Memo p. 28) 

5 

6 Director Larry Black 

8 B9A Allegedly, because Deputy Steve Hughes had donated to the campaign of Dan 

9 Sabal a Sheriffs candidate, Director Larry Black denied a transfer to the 
1 o Aviation Division to Hughes, who was eligible for the transfer. 

11 

1 2 MUNNELL'S WRITTEN ACCOUNT 

\\ Larry Black denies a qualified Deputy a transfer to the Aviation Division due to his donation 

15 of money to Sheriffs candidate Dan Saban 

17 After vou defeated Dan Saban in the 2004 election, a Deputy Sheriff named Steve Hughes 

8 ~S a t^S to fte Sheriff s Aviation Unit. In preparation for this tansfer request, Hughes 

9 had spent hJTwn money to obtain his pilot's license. However, when Deputy Hughes sought a 

20 S£dK) Avllon Division that was under the command of Larry Black, he was demed that 

21 transfer. 

o\ a. a resu . t of this denial Chief Don Schneidmiller approached Chief Larry Black to discuss the 

24 - t^ 2^ Black wouldn't initially state why Hughes ^ -^^std 

ot Snallv Chief Schneidmiller pressed Black on the matter and Black finally stated that Hughes had 

26 doid 22 stn clpaigi and emphatically said that Hughes would not be censored for the 

27 transfer. 
28 

29 WITNESSES LISTED BY MUNNELL 

30 

31 Deputy Chief Don Schneidmiller Had conversation with B lack 

32 Deputy Chief Frank Munnell Advised of matter by Schneidmiller. 

33 Director Larry Black Principal 
34 

35 NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

?7 In 2004 Deputy Sheriff Steve Hughes requested a transfer to the Sheriff s Aviatior .Unit 

38 and ev^n spent his own money to obtain his pilot license. Larry Black demed the 

39 transfer and when confronted by Chief Don Schneidmiller about the denial Black 

40 admitted that he denied the transfer because Hughes had donated to Dan Saban s 

41 campaign. 
42 

43 WITNESS ACCOUNTS 
44 

45 Frank Munnell 

46 
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Munnell's source of information relating to this allegation is Jon Schneidmiller. 
Munnell's information relating to this allegation is set forth on pp. 44-45, Exhibit II 28b. 



1 

2 
3 

4 Don Schneidmiller 
5 
6 
7 
8 



Schneidmiller had clear recollections about this matter, because he was the Deputy 
ChiLfTver Aviation at the time. His account as to what transp.red is as follows. 

9 A- I remember there being conversation, I believe I was over the Aviation 

1 Unit at the time. Deputy Chief over Aviation. I can remember somewhere it 

? became clear that Steve Hughes wanted to go there. I «^**^ ° 

2 Steve Hughes and him expressing his interest m going. I remember the guys n 

3 Action pressing their interest in having him, although I can t be specie as to 

4 who I talked to. We had an opening, and it was curious to me as to why Steve 

5 Hughes wasn't being allowed to go. Particularly in light of the fact that I jj told 

6 thaf he had taken his own money, on his own time and went and got topto - 

7 license. And he's a good sharp guy. An outstanding guy. So I wa ked m to 

8 Larry's office and said, what's the story on Hughes, I wan to ^ 

9 Action? You're not going to be able to do that, Larry says I ^said well they 

20 want him, he wants to go, I think he even went through the oral board process and 

21 came out number one, he's got his pilot's license, "}f sh *^\J*^ 

22 going to be able to do that. It was obvious that he did not want to t eU *e why^ 

23 So I made it obvious that he was going to have to tell me why. I said, well ftat s 
H not good enough. I've got to go to Steve, you've got to give me something that I 

25 can fell him. You know, that's not how we do business around here. He could 

26 ee I wasn't going to let it go. That's when he looks at me and he 

27 down and goes, look, I'm not ever going to put him in Aviation. He gave money 

28 to Saban. In that clear terms. And I knew then that Larry ^J^^ 

29 of all the contributors for Saban's campaign, and he must have spotte 1^ Steve 

30 Hughes' name on it. And I was conflicted then. I was so pissed off at h mfo 

31 takfng the stance that he took, but I immediately went into, how in the hell am I 

32 going to explain this to Steve. I started, I never brought it up again to Larry, I just 

33 said, wonderful and walked out. (p. 37, Exhibit II34a) 

35 Schneidmiller indicated that he regretted not having taken a more agg res ^ance, 

36 but he decided not to bring it up any further with Black, or to R , m !"^ 

37 Ultimately, Hughes was transferred to Aviation after Larry Black retired and no longer 

38 had decision making authority as an Executive Chief. 
39 

40 Larry Black 



Black indicated that Steve Hughes plays on Black's hockey 
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worked in Motors and then went from Motors to Aviation, which were both under 
2 Blackl supervis on He denies knowing whether Hughes was a supporter of Dan 
\ Satan mack savs that he played hockey with Hughes from approximate y 2002 or 

4 2003 to 2<5£ Xk denied'ha'ving any Recollection of any discussion w.th Hughes 

5 about Hughes wanting to transfer to the aviation unit. 
6 

7 Steve Hughes 

9 Hughes indicated that from 2000 to 2008 he served on = the jMotas Unit He expressed 

10 interest in joining Aviation in approximately 2004, and obtained h, Not s license in 

1 1 2005. He thereafter worked part time in Aviation as an observer, whenever he couic, 

1 2 and was finally transferred to Aviation in May 2008. 

1 14 Hughes said that he was not a contributor to the campaign of Dan Saban in 2004 

15 although he did make contributions to DLEA, wh.ch was supports of Saban s 

16 campaign. 

II Huanes nad conveyed to his supervisors that he ultimately wanted to be transferred to 
9 Son and may ^have talked w'ith Don Schneidmi.ler about it. At no tana die I he ^ ever 
In race fee infomaftn from any source that his transfer to Aviation was being held up by 
9? *™ I lackT hat the motive for the delay in his transfer was his support through 
2 ^^"sS&t ^ This information simply never came to his attention 
oi h e read or heard about it in the Munnell Memo. He never talked w th Joe Fox or Lany 
slack about wanting to transfer to Aviation, although he believes that M H.ndman or 
Dan Jones may have mentioned it to Fox. Hughes did indicate that from , the ^time he 
expressed interest in going to Aviation, in about 2004, up to the time of his transf ,r m 
"08 Tell had been two Observer positions filled by «^™". ^fr 
not say whether he was more qualified that the two persons who filled the Observer 

positions. 

in summarv Huohes knew nothing, until the Munnell Memo surfaced, about Black 
Ling Teged^ hefd up ^ transfer^ Aviation because of Hughes' a.leged support of 



23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 

29 positions 
30 
31 

32 . . 

33 Dan Saban in 2004 
34 
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